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Learning English at QCOBASS

Fall in love with English
"I'm scared of English!"

"Learning English is no fun!"

These are common responses from Hong Kong students when their teachers ask them what they
think about learning English. Cur school deeply understands that to motivate students to learn English
maore actively, it is important to help them overcome their fear of English as well as make them 'fall
in love with English'. Hence, one of the major goals of the English Department is to boost students'
interest and confidence in learning English.

With these two aims in mind, our school has introduced a number of measures in recent years both
inside the classroom and beyond it in order to boost students' interest and confidence in learning
English.

Incorporating more fun elements into the junior-form
formal curriculum

Most students love fun! So do our teachers. Our junior-form curriculum is |
loaded with lots of fun elements. Secondary One students display talent for t
drama in the drama lessons professionally designed by our NET teacher. %Y
Secondary Two students engage themselves in a Costume Design Project,

which is collaboratively run with the Visual Arts Department. In Secondary
Three, students' learning in the subjects of English, Biclogy and ICT

culminates in a creative and healthy culinary experience — a cooking video An outfit designad by a siudent
production. for the Costume Design Project

English Club activities spiced up

Qur school offers a great variety of English Club activities to allow
students to use English in a worry-free environment. We keep revamping
.. our activities and introducing new activities.

Two common activities, the reading club and movie watching, have fused
with the English tea culture, providing relaxed moments for students
to read/watch and chat with each other with a freshly brewed tea in
their hands. Audio and printed fiction and non-fiction texts are carefully
selected to facilitate chatting among the students.

L4 The Magical English Workshop is a new addition to our English Club
activities. The workshop provides students with opportunities not only
to leamn about magic but also to acquire a new skill through the medium
of the English language. Students take away replicable "tricks" and
storytelling ideas to reach and entertain different audiences, such as the
elderly, the disabled, and children during their volunteering services.

Reading & Viewing Cale

r—n.. If_'n.

Another fusion English-learning experience is an exciting, hands-on
introduction to touch rugby at our English Speaking Day activities and
"'"'39"3' English Workshop i several PE, lessons, thanks to coaches from the Hong Kong Rugby
Union.
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Learning English beyond the school

Like the in-school activities, our English-learning activities beyond the school have also kept
flourishing. Visits to a wide range of destinations have been arranged, including the Maritime Museum,
Civil Aviation Department, the Refugee Union Hong Kong, Storiestohome, Mai Po Nature Reserve, to
name but a few.

Developing self-directed learning habits among students

The Secondary One self-directed learning programme, Give me Five! Give me Fun!, is our first step to
cultivating a self-directed learning culture at our school. The programme encourages students to learmn
English from their everyday life, content subjects taught with English as the medium of instruction
and, of course, from the immense learning platform, the Internet. Self-directed learning is also taking
shape in some senior-form classes, where communities of learners have formed online with the help
of e-learning apps. Students share their favourite songs and video clips and engage in meaningful
discussion with each other.

Some Hong Kong students find learning English difficult and sometimes stressful. We believe that
by igniting their interest in learning English, they will gradually build confidence, take learning English
seriously and, at the same time, take it easy.
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